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Abstract: 

The story of how research into the physics of cosmic rays and 
elementary particles began in India will be told in simple and non-
technical  language. Starting from the days before the First World 
War, the growth of research in this area will be traced till the 
nineteen-sixties. On the way small anecdotes of the major 
personalities will be told. Finally, we shall discuss some lessons which 
can be learned from this historical exercise. 
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