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Abstract 

  

Boundary terms are an essential component of the action for gravity 
theories. After motivating the introduction of boundary terms, or 
total derivative terms in the action, using simple examples, a review 
of the history of boundary terms in gravity will be given. Then, our 
work constructing a boundary term for null boundaries in general 
relativity, and the various applications it has found in the literature,  
will be described in detail. Ongoing work in extending the result to 
Lovelock theories will be touched upon. 
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